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Introduction 
These volumes contain copies or summaries of acts of the vicar-general, his registrars, and surrogates. 

The entries relate to clergy and parishes in the diocese of Canterbury, and include records of ordinations, letters 
dismissory, institutions and collations, licences for non-residence, dispensations for pluralities, resignations and 
curates' licences. Copies of benefice papers, such as endowments, leases, augmentations, mortgages, faculties, 
and licences for lecturers, preachers, doctors, midwives and teachers are also recorded. The records relating to 
the province of Canterbury include licences for non-residence until 1677, royal and special marriage licences until 
1750, bishops' appointments and commendams, and sede vacante instruments, dispensations for pluralities, and 
Lambeth degrees (the dispensations and degrees are filed with the Faculty Office records FIV and FVI). 

Documents relating to the appointment of bishops in the province of York and the colonial and missionary 
dioceses of the Anglican Church and instruments relating to colleges and other bodies of which the archbishop is 
visitor are also recorded. 

All the volumes are indexed individually. There is a printed index of the persons and places mentioned in Act 
Books 1 - 17,1ndex to the Act Books of the Archbishops of Canterbury, 1663 - 1859, by E.H.W. Dunkin, edited by 
C. Jenkins and E.A. Fry, The British Record Society, Index Library, LV & LXIII, London, 1929 and 1938. 
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Reel Volume Contents 

1 VB 1/1 
VB 1/2 
VB 1/3 

17 August 1663 - 26 May 1966 
1 June 1666 - 28 March 1670 
4 April 1670 - 5 November 1677 
 

2 VB 1/4 
VB 1/5 

29 March 1676 - 22 February 1701 
17 March 1701 - 18 March 1710 
 

3 VB 1/6 
VB 1/7 

24 March 1710 - 14 January 1723 
26 January 1723 - 1 May 1734 
 

4 VB 1/8 
VB 1/9 

6 May 1734 - 3 August 1750 
3 August 1750 -4 July 1761 
 

5 VB 1/10 
VB 1/11 

4 July 1761 - 10 June 1773 
12 June 1773 - 29 December 1785 
 

6 VB 1/12 
VB 1/13 

9 January 1786 - 29 June 1798 
6 July 1798 - 23 December 1812 
 

7 VB 1/14 16 June 1826 - 29 January 1839 
 

8 VB 1/15 
VB 1/16 

16 June 1826 - 29 January 1839 
12 February 1839 - 31 December 1849 
 

9 VB 1/17 
VB 1/18 

10 January 1850 - 29 December 1859 
3 January 1860 - 23 August 1871 
 

10 VB 1/19 
VB 1/20 

2 January 1872 - 29 November 1886 
26 August 1886 - 22 December 1895 
 

11 VB 1/21 
VB 1/22 

2 January 1896 - 28 October 1904 
11 August 1904 - 7 May 1914 
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